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ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 

May 3, 2024 

To: Councilmembers 
From: Councilmember Natali Fani-González 
Re: Update on Overnight Farm Stays ZTA 23-09 

Last November, I introduced Zoning Text Amendment 23-09 that allows interested farmers 
to host overnight farm stays as part of their agritourism activities. For years, some local 
farmers have expressed serious interest in expanding their agritourism business. As you 
know, prior to serving on the Council, I served on the Montgomery County Planning Board 
and worked on the 2019 Agritourism Study. A main goal of that report was to “support 
agritourism activities with a direct relationship to agriculture, to facilitate preservation of 
farming, farmland and rural open space.” 

This ZTA is in response to requests from local farmers to allow overnight stays. You can 
find letters of support at the end of this memo. 

The legislation - with the amendments I am putting forward after months of work with local 
farmers - provides important guardrails to ensure that farming is still the primary use of the 
property and that the agritourism and overnight stays are secondary. The legislation sets 
reasonable limits on the size and scope of the activities to keep it compatible with the rural 
nature of the area. 

Any proposed changes to the zoning of the Agricultural Reserve merit robust scrutiny to 
ensure that we are benefiting this amazing resource, without unintended negative 
consequences. That’s why, following the public hearing in January 2024, I requested that 

https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Agritourism-Study-and-Appendices.pdf
Tommy Heyboer
Underline
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the Planning, Housing, and Parks (PHP) Committee not schedule a worksession on ZTA 23-
09 until the summer, to allow the time and space for meaningful dialogue on the proposal.  

To that end, I have listened to and met with those who have expressed concern. I have 
carefully reviewed the public hearing record, the Planning Board’s recommendations, and 
the recent Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) recommendation.  The result is a series 
of amendments  (below)  with the goal of addressing concerns with overnight farm stays 
and providing appropriate guardrails on the use while still ensuring the use is commercially 
viable.  

AMENDMENTS: 

1. Create a new conditional use “Overnight Farm Stays” under “Lodging”(3.5.6), where
the Bed and Breakfast use lives

1. Remove all changes to the Farming (3.2.6) definition
2. Require that any structure used for overnight stays must be easily removable

without permanent foundations (ie. tents, yurts, tiny homes on wheels, RVs, etc..)
3. Set the maximum square footage of each structure to 400 sq. ft. (just as we have in

Montgomery County park land at Little Bennett Regional Park).
4. Establish a tiering system for the minimum site size and number of structures

allowed
1. 0 - 2.9 acres: Not allowed
2. 3 - 4.9 acres : 2 structures allowed
3. 5 - 25 acres: 5 structures allowed
4. 25+ acres: 10 structures allowed

5. Set a maximum lot coverage for the overnight farm stays to 10%
6. Require 100ft setbacks from adjacent properties not part of the farm.

The use would retain the following key provisions: 
1. Retain the requirement that the use have “accessory agricultural education and

tourism activities” and satisfy the requirements of Section 3.2.6.F.
2. Allow for the provision of sanitation and shower facilities, subject to DPS approval

A clean version of the amended legislation is appended, followed by the letters of support 
from local farmers and tourism data.  

For background: In 2022, the Maryland General Assembly passed SB296 that amended the 
state definition of agritourism to now include “incidental outdoor stays” and “camping.” 
Like the Maryland Farm Bureau and other agricultural groups across the state that testified 
in strong support of SB296, I believe we must lean forward on agritourism and value-added 
agriculture to increase the financial sustainability of our rural communities.  

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0296?ys=2022RS
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Indeed, overnight farm stays are a big win for the rural economy and the Agricultural 
Reserve: 
  

• As the price of land, materials, and labor continues to increase, overnight farm 
stays allow Montgomery County Farmers to adopt a new and diverse revenue 
stream to maintain profitability and viability.  

• Overnight farm stays as part of agritourism directly support other nearby small 
businesses and farms. In testimony before the General Assembly, HipCamp noted, 
“each camper who travels through Hipcamp spends $300 at local restaurants, 
cafes, gear shops, farm stands, and more, providing sustainable revenue for small 
businesses and stimulating the local economy with tourism dollars.”   

• Agritourism and overnight farm stays expose families, and especially children, to 
the County’s agricultural bounty and heritage. This not only helps maintain the 
political consensus around the Ag Reserve itself, but it also helps build a pipeline to 
the County’s next generation of farmers. 

 
 
Attachments 

• Legislative text with proposed amendments 
• Testimony in support 
• Tourism Data 



Councilmember Fani-Gonzalez’s Proposed Amendments to ZTA 23-09 

 Sec. 1.  DIVISION 59-3.1 is amended as follows: 1 

Division 3.1. Use Table 2 

*     *     * 3 

Section 3.1.6. Use Table 4 

The following Use Table identifies uses allowed in each zone.  Uses may be 5 

modified in Overlay zones under Division 4.9. 6 
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*     *     * 8 

Sec. 2. DIVISION 59-3.2 is amended as follows: 9 

Division 3.2. Agricultural Uses    10 

*     *     * 11 

Section 3.2.6. Farming  12 

Defined 13 

Farming means the practice of agriculture on a property, and any associated 14 

buildings. Agriculture means the business, science, and art of cultivating and 15 

managing the soil; composting, growing, harvesting, and selling crops, and the 16 

products of forestry, horticulture, and hydroponics; breeding, raising, managing, or 17 

selling livestock, including horses, poultry, fish, game, and fur-bearing animals; 18 

dairying, beekeeping, and similar activities; and equestrian events and activities. 19 

Agriculture includes processing on the farm of an agricultural product to prepare 20 

the product for market and may cause a change in the natural form or state of the 21 

product. Farming includes the following accessory uses: 22 

*     *     * 23 

F. Accessory agricultural education and tourism activities conducted as a part 24 

of a farm’s regular operations, with emphasis on hands-on experiences and 25 

events that foster increased knowledge of agriculture, including cultivation 26 

methods, animal care, water conservation, Maryland’s farming history, the 27 

importance of eating healthy, and locally grown foods. Allowed activities 28 

include corn mazes, hay rides, [[incidental outdoor stays,]] and educational 29 

tours, classes, and workshops. [The maximum footprint for any structure and 30 

the total footprint of all structures primarily used for education or tourism is 31 

limited to 10% of the total footprint square footage of all structures on the 32 

site used for agriculture.] The maximum footprint for any structure and the 33 

total footprint of all structures primarily used for education or tourism is 34 
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limited to 10% of the total footprint square footage of all structures on the 35 

site used for agriculture, not including any structure used for Overnight 36 

Farm Stay under Section 3.2.10.D. The property must have DPS approved 37 

sanitation facilities for this accessory use. 38 

[[G. Incidental outdoor stays accessory to Farming are not a Short-Term 39 

Residential Rental under Section 3.3.3.I. Incidental outdoor stays must 40 

satisfy the following standards:    41 

1. Accessory agricultural education and tourism activities are conducted 42 

as part of the farm’s regular operations and satisfy the requirements of 43 

Section 3.2.6.F.  44 

2. Incidental outdoor stays must be in separate structures from the 45 

primary residence. 46 

3. No cooking facilities are permitted within the same structure as the 47 

sleeping quarters.  48 

4. The maximum number of structures permitted for incidental outdoor 49 

stays is 10 structures.   50 

5. The maximum number of occupants per structure who are 18 years or 51 

older is 2 persons.  52 

6. Incidental outdoor stays are permitted a maximum of 4 days per 53 

week.]] 54 

*     *     * 55 

Section 3.5.6. Lodging  56 

A.    Defined, In General 57 

Lodging means a building, dwelling unit, or a portion of a dwelling unit used 58 

for the short-term overnight accommodation of paying guests. 59 

*     *     * 60 

D. Overnight Farm Stay  61 
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 1. Defined 62 

Overnight Farm Stay means a moveable structure intended for overnight 63 

accommodation by paying guests. A moveable structure includes a 64 

recreational vehicle, building on wheels, or membrane structure such as a 65 

tent or yurt. 66 

 2. Use Standards  67 

a. Where Overnight Farm Stay is allowed as a limited use, it may 68 

be permitted by the Hearing Examiner under all applicable 69 

limited use standards and under Section 7.3.1, Conditional Use, 70 

and must satisfy the following standards: 71 

i. Accessory agricultural education and tourism activities 72 

must be conducted as part of the property’s regular 73 

operations and satisfy the requirements of Section 74 

3.2.6.F.  75 

ii. The minimum size of the property where the Overnight 76 

Farm Stay is located is 3 acres. The maximum site area 77 

for all Overnight Farm Stays on a site is 10% of the 78 

property.   79 

iii. The minimum setback from any lot or parcel that is not 80 

part of the property is 100 feet.  81 

iv. The maximum size of each Overnight Farm Stay is a 82 

gross floor area of 400 square feet. 83 

v. No cooking facilities are permitted within an Overnight 84 

Farm Stay, unless it is a recreational vehicle.  85 

vi. The maximum number of Overnight Farm Stays per site, 86 

including any separate structures used for sanitation, is as 87 

follows: 88 
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 (a) for 3 to 4.9 acres, 2 structures are allowed;   89 

(b) for 5 to 25 acres, 5 structures are allowed; and  90 

 (c) for over 25 acres, 10 structures are allowed.  91 

vii. The maximum number of occupants per Overnight Farm 92 

Stay who are 18 years or older is 2 persons.  93 

viii. The maximum cumulative number of days of operation 94 

for all Overnight Farm Stays per site is 4 days per week.  95 

*     *     * 96 



From: Andrew Baker
To: Andrew Baker
Subject: Support for ZTA 23-09 WITH REVISIONS
Date: Saturday, April 27, 2024 1:11:26 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Councilmember,

I am Drew Baker from Burnt Hill Farm in Clarksburg. Since acquiring 117 acres in 2016, my
sisters and I have developed a multifaceted farming operation that stands as a beacon of
agricultural innovation and sustainability in Maryland. Our farm includes 50,000 grapevines,
woodland pigs, heritage grains, log-grown mushrooms, and an apiary. We're deeply
committed to regenerative practices and farmland preservation.

In 2018, I presented a vision for immersive farm experiences to the County Council, proposing
the establishment of eco-friendly A-Frame cabins on our property. This initiative aligns with
the goals of ZTA 23-09, aimed at enhancing agritourism, increasing lodging accessibility,
boosting the local economy, reducing nighttime driving, and creating new revenue streams for
farms like ours.

The recently proposed amendments to ZTA 23-09 have adequately addressed the initial
concerns raised by the agricultural community, laying a solid foundation for future growth. As
a first-generation farm that has already invested tremendously and created numerous jobs, we
are poised to expand further. With the Council's continued support for agritourism, we
anticipate creating an additional 15-20 full-time jobs.

I urge the Council to weigh the critiques of ZTA 23-09 critically. Often, the voices of a few
can overshadow the broader interests and needs of the community.

Thank you for considering my perspective. I am available for further discussion and eager to
contribute to our community's prosperity.

Many blessings,

Drew Baker

mailto:drew@oldwestminster.com
mailto:drew@oldwestminster.com


From: Ashli Johnson
To: Ashli Johnson
Subject: Support of ZTA 23-09 Amendments
Date: Monday, April 29, 2024 1:14:54 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Councilmember,

I am Ashli Johnson, one of the co-owners of Burnt Hill Farm in Clarksburg. Our family
is deeply committed to sustainable farming practices, caring for our land, and raising
our children on this property to leave a lasting generational impact in our community.

Our journey at Burnt Hill Farm has highlighted the transformative power of diversified
agribusiness in Maryland. The proposal of ZTA 23-09 aligns with our goals to
enhance agritourism opportunities, increase lodging accessibility in the Ag Reserve,
boost the local economy, reduce nighttime driving, and create new revenue streams
for farms like ours.

We believe the recent amendments to ZTA 23-09 have responded thoughtfully to
initial feedback and emphasize the broader benefits it offers our community.

Thank you for your consideration.

Warmly,
Ashli Johnson

-- 
ashli johnson
co-founder + creator
oldwestminster.com

mailto:ashli@oldwestminster.com
mailto:ashli@oldwestminster.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Foldwestminster.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CTommy.Heyboer%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7Ca4d0d6c014694b53d69e08dc686fe189%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C0%7C638500076936880758%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RlWZZ5AxN5wwLygtXDvfKqIDae8m8h9mhtBdJuzXl1E%3D&reserved=0
Hazle Crawford Jr.
Highlight



From: Bridgette Downer
To: Friedson"s Office, Councilmember; Katz"s Office, Councilmember; Sayles"s Office, Councilmember; Balcombe"s

Office, Councilmember; Glass"s Office, Councilmember; Fani-Gonzalez"s Office, Councilmember; Luedtke"s
Office, Councilmember; Jawando"s Office, Councilmember; Stewart"s Office, Councilmember; Mink"s Office,
Councilmember; Albornoz"s Office, Councilmember

Subject: ZTA 23-09 Revisions - LETTER OF SUPPORT
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 3:03:20 PM
Attachments: NFG One Pager on Draft Amendments 4-24-24 v2.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Greetings Councilmembers,

I have been a part of the ZTA 23-09 conversation even before it was drafted when our small
organic farm's Hipcamp was shut down two summers ago.

Since that time, I have spoken with many of the opposers (trying to convince me to withdraw
my support) and supporters of this ZTA and can objectively conclude that the predominant
reasons for groups who are opposing this ZTA are aesthetic ones; preventing semi-
permanent structures on estate-esque farms in the Ag Reserve. 

I am convinced through in-person meetings and email communications, that Councilmember
Fani-Gonzalez and her staff have done their due diligence to draft the language and
stipulations in her revision below to make it sufficiently inclusive yet regulatory enough to
prevent infractions from occurring. The revisions address each of the objections I have heard
over the past 6 months by setting a sq ft maximum, requiring permits from DPS, establishing a
100' boundary setback and reducing the number of structures allowed based on the size of the
farm. Most importantly, the draft revision allows MoCo's small organic farmers like myself to
supplement a portion of our meager income while offering much needed fun and educational
nature/farm immersions to the general public. My son and I were earning  $40 a tour and
having a blast entertaining families and friend groups on their weekend getaways to our farm!

Thank you for continuing to push past groups that are essentially trying to filibuster this much
needed and long-awaited ZTA.

Regards,
Bridgette and Jesse Downer

 
Darnestown, MD
703-231-0411
website  |    email

mailto:chickenwoodsfarm@gmail.com
mailto:Councilmember.Friedson@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Sayles@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Balcombe@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Balcombe@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Glass@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Fani-Gonzalez@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Luedtke@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Luedtke@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Jawando@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Stewart@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Mink@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Mink@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Albornoz@montgomerycountymd.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fchickenwoods.com%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7CCouncilmember.Fani-Gonzalez%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C11d339f91ada468c330908dc655a4060%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C0%7C638496685998808018%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MEfDxlKYBRo%2FScI65zTTl51C3bARK2NU9LxVBpj5wD0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:chickenwoodsfarm@gmail.com



NATALI FANI-GONZÁLEZ 
COUNCILMEMBER, DISTRICT 6 
 
100 Maryland Ave 
Rockville, MD 20850 


CHAIR 
Economic Development Committee (ECON) 


 
MEMBER  


Planning, Housing and Parks Committee (PHP) 


 


Montgomery County Councilmember Natali Fani-González 
100 Maryland Ave. Rockville, MD 20850 | Councilmember.Fani-Gonzalez@montgomerycountymd.gov | 240.777.7870 


 


 
 


MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL 
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 


 


 


After carefully reviewing the public hearing record, the Planning Board’s 
recommendations, the recent Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) recommendation, 
and considerable engagement with stakeholders, Councilmember Fani-González has 
identified a series of amendments with the goal of assuaging legitimate concerns with this 
new-to-Montgomery-County use while still ensuring it is commercially viable. The DRAFT 
amendments are summarized below: 
 


1. Create a new conditional use “Overnight Farm Stays” under “Lodging”(3.5.6), where 
the Bed and Breakfast use lives 


a. Remove all changes to the Farming (3.2.6) definition 
2. Require that any structure used for overnight stays must be easily removable 


without permanent foundations (ie. tents, yurts, tiny homes on wheels, RVs, etc..) 
3. Set the maximum square footage of each structure to 400 sq. ft.  
4. Establish a tiering system for the minimum site size and number of structures 


allowed 
a. 0 - 2.9 acres: Not allowed 
b. 3 - 4.9 acres : 2 structures allowed 
c. 5 - 25 acres: 5 structures allowed 
d. 25+ acres: 10 structures allowed 


5. Set a maximum lot coverage for the overnight farm stays to 10% 
6. Require 100ft setbacks from adjacent properties not part of the farm. 


 
The use would retain the following key provisions: 


1. Retain the requirement that the use have “accessory agricultural education and 
tourism activities” and satisfy the requirements of Section 3.2.6.F.  


2. Allow for the provision of sanitation and shower facilities, subject to DPS approval 
 





Hazle Crawford Jr.
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From: Suriya Kandaswamy
To: Friedson"s Office, Councilmember; Katz"s Office, Councilmember; Sayles"s Office, Councilmember; Balcombe"s

Office, Councilmember; Glass"s Office, Councilmember; Fani-Gonzalez"s Office, Councilmember; Luedtke"s
Office, Councilmember; Jawando"s Office, Councilmember; Stewart"s Office, Councilmember; Mink"s Office,
Councilmember; Albornoz"s Office, Councilmember

Cc: Heyboer, Tommy
Subject: Notes on ZTA 23-09
Date: Wednesday, May 1, 2024 4:37:52 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Councilmembers,

My name is Suriya Kandaswamy - my family has a farm in Dickerson on the agricultural
reserve, and I've been following the discussions on ZTA 23-09 closely. I'll start by saying that
my primary loyalty is to the preservation of the agricultural reserve as a bastion of local
agriculture and environmental stewardship in Montgomery County and the DMV. Farming is
a difficult and hardly lucrative occupation, and I think it's important to give our local farmers
additional avenues of income through agritourism that is strictly tied to and conditional on
agricultural activity. This also provides our local population the means of experiencing and
understanding the hard work that goes into being good farmers and stewards of the land -
something they don't get from weekly visits to the grocery store.

I think the proposal and amendments on this ZTA are a welcome step forward, but I urge that
caution is exercised in the implementation and language of the amendment. I'd love to see a
more developed understanding of what the majority of farmers want and need out of this
amendment. A report with examples of implementations proposed by actual farmers who
would take advantage of this amendment would be a step in the right direction. I, for example,
have reservations about disallowing all permanent structures for agritourism stay purposes,
and also believe that 10% land usage of a property is far too high for non-agricultural purposes
on agriculturally-zoned land.

All this to say that I advocate for the further workshopping and discussion of this amendment
with the people it's meant to benefit. I'm a numbers person, and I'd love to see the data that
supports individual provisions in the amendment. I would discourage a complete withdrawal
because there has already been progress made in discussing and modifying this ZTA, and it
would be a shame to see that undone. What I would like is to see more work done ensuring
safeguards against abuse, protection for agriculture and farmers in Montgomery County, and a
better understanding of the economic needs and goals of those who could take advantage of
such a provision.

Thank you for considering,
Suriya Kandaswamy

mailto:suriya.kandaswamy@gmail.com
mailto:Councilmember.Friedson@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Sayles@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Balcombe@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Balcombe@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Glass@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Fani-Gonzalez@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Luedtke@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Luedtke@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Jawando@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Stewart@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Mink@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Mink@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Councilmember.Albornoz@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Tommy.Heyboer@montgomerycountymd.gov
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1

Heyboer, Tommy

From: Joy Siegel <joy@settlementink.com>
Sent: Friday, May 3, 2024 1:54 PM
To: Friedson's Office, Councilmember; Katz's Office, Councilmember; Sayles's Office, 

Councilmember; Balcombe's Office, Councilmember; Glass's Office, Councilmember; 
Fani-Gonzalez's Office, Councilmember; Luedtke's Office, Councilmember; Jawando's 
Office, Councilmember; Stewart's Office, Councilmember; Mink's Office, Councilmember; 
Albornoz's Office, Councilmember

Subject: Overnight Farm Stays

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Completed

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 

Dear Councilmembers, 
  
As a landowner and businessowner in the County’s Agricultural Reserve, I am writing to lend my support to ZTA 23-09 
with the new amendments proposed by Councilmember Fani-González. 
  
My family owns and operates Aix La Chapelle Farm and Landmade Brewery in Poolesville, MD. These businesses have 
been met with strong support from the local community and have contributed to what makes Poolesville and the 
Agricultural Reserve great. Our success demonstrates that agritourism and value-added agriculture have a bright future 
in the County. But, I also believe that we cannot rest on our laurels and that we need to lay the groundwork for the next 
chapter. 
  
That is why I was excited to participate in early discussions about prospect of allowing overnight farm stays. I believe 
that a carefully calibrated approach to overnight farm stays with sufficient guardrails would be a welcome addition to 
the agritourism landscape and something that I would strongly consider incorporating into our business. I have worked 
closely with Councilmember Fani-González and other interested farmers on crafting amendments that both respond to 
the legitimate concerns about size, scale, and impact but also provide a pathway to a business model that makes sense.  
  
I urge the Council the continue moving ZTA 23-09 forward. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
P. Joy Siegel and Jon M. Siegel 
 
Aix La Chapelle Farm 
Mid Atlantic Antiques Festival 
Old Line Market 
Landmade Brewery 
 
P. Joy Siegel, Attorney-at-Law  (MD & DC) 
Licensed title agent for MD/DC/VA 
President | Settlement Ink 
joy@settlementink.com 
4719 Chestnut Street, Bethesda, Maryland 20814 
301-907-8800        

Hazle Crawford Jr.
Highlight
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From: Tes Baltazar
To: Friedson"s Office, Councilmember; Katz"s Office, Councilmember; Sayles"s Office, Councilmember; Balcombe"s

Office, Councilmember; Glass"s Office, Councilmember; Fani-Gonzalez"s Office, Councilmember; Luedtke"s
Office, Councilmember; Jawando"s Office, Councilmember; Stewart"s Office, Councilmember; Mink"s Office,
Councilmember; Albornoz"s Office, Councilmember

Subject: Support our Family Farm
Date: Saturday, April 27, 2024 7:04:40 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Greetings FRIENDS,

I or someone I know has benefitted in some way from the Chicken of the Woods
Permaculture Farm, the reclaimed derelict Higgins' farmstead in the heart of Darnestown,
now loved and worked by the Downer Family for over a decade. 

I or someone I know have/will benefit from an overnight farm stay in support of MoCo's
thriving fresh and local food or other agritourism-worthy endeavor.

Therefore, I fully support the draft revisions submitted by Councelmember Natali Fani-
Gonzalez. She and her staff have gone above and beyond the call of duty.

I strongly encourage you to proceed with voting in the Revised ZTA 23-09, allowing
overnight stays with farm activities with the promised and now proposed regulatory revisions
such as a foundation-free structural sq ft maximum, permit requirements from DPS, boundary
setbacks and reducing the number of structures allowed based on the size of the farm. 

Sincerely,

Tes Baltazar
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From: Simone Fary
To: Friedson"s Office, Councilmember; Katz"s Office, Councilmember; Sayles"s Office, Councilmember; Balcombe"s

Office, Councilmember; Glass"s Office, Councilmember; Fani-Gonzalez"s Office, Councilmember; Luedtke"s
Office, Councilmember; Jawando"s Office, Councilmember; Stewart"s Office, Councilmember; Mink"s Office,
Councilmember; Albornoz"s Office, Councilmember

Cc: Bridgette D
Subject: Chicken of the Woods Farm Needs Your Support
Date: Friday, April 26, 2024 3:40:25 PM

I am a big fan of my friend Bridgette Downer and the work she does at Chicken of the Woods Permaculture Farm,
the reclaimed derelict Higgins' farmstead in the heart of Darnestown, now loved and worked by the Downer Family
for over a decade.

Someone I know will benefit from an overnight farm stay in support of MoCo's thriving fresh and local food or
other agritourism-worthy endeavor.

Therefore, I fully support the draft revisions submitted by Councelmember Natali Fani-Gonzalez. She and her staff
have gone above and beyond the call of duty.

I strongly encourage you to proceed with voting in the Revised ZTA 23-09, allowing overnight stays with farm
activities with the promised and now proposed regulatory revisions such as a foundation-free structural sq ft
maximum, permit requirements from DPS, boundary setbacks and reducing the number of structures allowed based
on the size of the farm.

Kindest regards,

Simone Fary
Nerds Make Media, LLC
nerdsmakemedia.com senseifran.com
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From: MCCouncil@App.MontgomeryCountyMD.gov
To: Fani-Gonzalez"s Office, Councilmember
Subject: Revised ZTA 23-09 - Submitted By: Sally Zimmermann - (Council Webform)
Date: Saturday, April 27, 2024 5:35:16 PM

Constituent Information:

Name: Sally Zimmermann
Address: 25 Keystone Dr., Gaithersburg, 20878
Email: szimmermann123@gmail.com
Phone: 301-926-5215

Offices Contacted: Council President, Councilmember Albornoz, Councilmember Balcombe, Councilmember Fani-
Gonzalez, Councilmember Friedson, Councilmember Glass, Councilmember Jawando, Councilmember Katz,
Councilmember Luedtke, Councilmember Mink, Councilmember Sayles, Councilmember Stewart

Topic: General
Issue:

I have toured and attended work parties at Chicken of the Woods Permaculture Farm in Gaithersburg, MD.
Bridgette has taken best practices from the permaculture world and is applying them. Permaculture is a philosophy
of working with, rather than against nature. It involves earth care, people care and fair shares.

It's amazing what Bridgette has accomplished. To have a local, resilient food system and be truly sustainable, we
need more farms like Bridgette's. We also need to allow farms like Bridgette's to be learning centers for others.
Regulations are needed that support small sustainable farmers.

I fully support the draft revisions submitted by Council member Natali Fani-Gonzalez. She and her staff have gone
beyond their due diligence. I ask that you please proceed with voting in the Revised ZTA 23-09, allowing overnight
stays with farm activities with the promised regulatory revisions such as a foundation-free structural sq ft maximum,
permit requirements from DPS, boundary setbacks and reducing the number of structures allowed based on the size
of the farm.

Thank you for your time and attention to the matter,

Sally Zimmermann
25 Keystone Dr.
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
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From: Jessica Dixon
To: Friedson"s Office, Councilmember; Katz"s Office, Councilmember; Sayles"s Office, Councilmember; Balcombe"s

Office, Councilmember; Glass"s Office, Councilmember; Fani-Gonzalez"s Office, Councilmember; Luedtke"s
Office, Councilmember; Jawando"s Office, Councilmember; Stewart"s Office, Councilmember; Mink"s Office,
Councilmember; Albornoz"s Office, Councilmember

Subject: Revised ZTA 23-09
Date: Monday, April 29, 2024 12:34:53 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Dear Councilmember,

My family has greatly benefitted from the Chicken of the Woods Permaculture Farm, the
reclaimed derelict Higgins' farmstead in the heart of Darnestown, now loved and worked by the
Downer Family for over a decade. My children, husband, and I have learned many skills that we
are implementing in starting our own farm. We have had experiences under the leadership of the
Downer family that are truly one-of-a-kind.

My family and many friends of mine would benefit from an overnight farm stay in support of
MoCo's thriving fresh and local food or other agritourism-worthy endeavor.

Therefore, I fully support the draft revisions submitted by Councilmember Natali Fani-Gonzalez.
She and her staff have gone above and beyond the call of duty.

I strongly encourage you to proceed with voting in the Revised ZTA 23-09, allowing overnight
stays with farm activities with the promised and now proposed regulatory revisions such as a
foundation-free structural sq ft maximum, permit requirements from DPS, boundary setbacks and
reducing the number of structures allowed based on the size of the farm.

Sincerely,

Jessica Lynn Dixon
803-443-5941
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From: Parrie Henderson
To: Friedson"s Office, Councilmember; Katz"s Office, Councilmember; Sayles"s Office, Councilmember; Balcombe"s

Office, Councilmember; Glass"s Office, Councilmember; Fani-Gonzalez"s Office, Councilmember; Luedtke"s
Office, Councilmember; Jawando"s Office, Councilmember; Stewart"s Office, Councilmember; Mink"s Office,
Councilmember; Albornoz"s Office, Councilmember

Subject: Revised ZTA 23-09
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 5:49:11 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

I have benefitted from the Chicken of the Woods Permaculture Farm [the reclaimed derelict Higgins' farmstead in
the heart of Darnestown, now loved and worked by the Downer Family for over a decade] and knowing their love of
sustainable agriculture, I support the direction they are taking the farm.  I am certain that others will benefit from an
overnight farm stay there and their stay will aid in sustaining and expanding Montgomery County's fresh and local
food industry, as well as other agratourism-worthy endeavors.

Therefore, I fully support the draft revisions submitted by Councelmember Natali Fani-Gonzalez. I strongly
encourage you to proceed with voting in the Revised ZTA 23-09, allowing overnight stays with farm activities with
the promised - and now proposed - regulatory revisions such as a foundation-free structural sq ft maximum, permit
requirements from DPS, boundary setbacks, and reducing the number of structures allowed based on the size of the
farm.

Sincerely,

Parrie Henderson-O'Keefe
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From: Alexandra GB
To: Friedson"s Office, Councilmember; Katz"s Office, Councilmember; Sayles"s Office, Councilmember; Balcombe"s

Office, Councilmember; Glass"s Office, Councilmember; Fani-Gonzalez"s Office, Councilmember; Luedtke"s
Office, Councilmember; Jawando"s Office, Councilmember; Stewart"s Office, Councilmember; Mink"s Office,
Councilmember; Albornoz"s Office, Councilmember

Subject: Revised ZTA 23-09: Supporting A Family Farm
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 7:56:15 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

I or someone I know has benefitted in some way from the Chicken of the Woods Permaculture
Farm, the reclaimed derelict Higgins' farmstead in the heart of Darnestown, now loved and
worked by the Downer Family for over a decade. 

I or someone I know have/will benefit from an overnight farm stay in support of MoCo's
thriving fresh and local food or other agritourism-worthy endeavor.

Therefore, I fully support the draft revisions submitted by Councelmember Natali Fani-
Gonzalez. She and her staff have gone above and beyond the call of duty.

I strongly encourage you to proceed with voting in the Revised ZTA 23-09, allowing
overnight stays with farm activities with the promised and now proposed regulatory revisions
such as a foundation-free structural sq ft maximum, permit requirements from DPS, boundary
setbacks and reducing the number of structures allowed based on the size of the farm. 

Sincerely,

Alexandra Goffin
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From: Tom Mills
To: Friedson"s Office, Councilmember; Katz"s Office, Councilmember; Sayles"s Office, Councilmember; Balcombe"s

Office, Councilmember; Glass"s Office, Councilmember; Fani-Gonzalez"s Office, Councilmember; Luedtke"s
Office, Councilmember; Jawando"s Office, Councilmember; Stewart"s Office, Councilmember; Mink"s Office,
Councilmember; Albornoz"s Office, Councilmember

Cc: Bridgette Downer; carey thompson
Subject: Support for Chicken of the Woods Permaculture Farm and Revised ZTA 23-09
Date: Saturday, April 27, 2024 7:09:37 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Thank you all for your work, and we write today in support of both Chicken of the Woods
Permaculture Farm in Gaithersburg, MD, and the subject Zoning Text Amendment.  As a
sustainable packaging and personal care products company focused on providing Maryland
farmers with additional on-farm revenues, we have enjoyed working with COWPF, and with
other family farms in Montgomery County.  We are thus in full support of the development of
overnight farm stays, as a way to provide additional revenues for Montgomery County's fresh
and local food producers.

Therefore, we fully support the draft revisions submitted by Councilmember Natali Fani-
Gonzalez, and we ask that you please proceed with voting in the Revised ZTA 23-09, allowing
overnight stays with farm activities.  And with the promised regulatory revisions, such as a
foundation-free structural square foot maximum, permit requirements from DPS, boundary
setbacks, and reducing the number of structures allowed based on the size of the farm.  We
would be happy to provide additional information in support.

Thank you and regards,

Tom Mills, COO/Carey Thompson, President

***************
Tom Mills, COO
Elysian Holdings, LLC
A Bethesda Green Accelerator Company
B Corp. Certification Pending
www.elysianholding.com
202-285-9350 Tom Mobile
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From: Dara Ballow-Giffen
To: Friedson"s Office, Councilmember; Katz"s Office, Councilmember; Sayles"s Office, Councilmember; Balcombe"s

Office, Councilmember; Glass"s Office, Councilmember; Fani-Gonzalez"s Office, Councilmember; Luedtke"s
Office, Councilmember; Jawando"s Office, Councilmember; Stewart"s Office, Councilmember; Mink"s Office,
Councilmember; Albornoz"s Office, Councilmember

Subject: Support for Revised ZTA 23-09
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 5:04:25 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Hello,

I have directly benefited from the Chicken of the Woods Permaculture Farm, the reclaimed
derelict Higgins' farmstead in the heart of Darnestown, now loved and worked by the Downer
Family for over a decade. My family has benefitted from agriculture and outdoor education on
this property. 

Many will benefit from an overnight farm stay in support of MoCo's thriving fresh and local
food or other agritourism-worthy endeavor.

Therefore, I fully support the draft revisions submitted by Councelmember Natali Fani-
Gonzalez. She and her staff have gone above and beyond the call of duty.

I strongly encourage you to proceed with voting in the Revised ZTA 23-09, allowing
overnight stays with farm activities with the promised and now proposed regulatory revisions
such as a foundation-free structural sq ft maximum, permit requirements from DPS, boundary
setbacks and reducing the number of structures allowed based on the size of the farm. 

Sincerely,
Dara Ballow-Giffen
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From: J FM
To: Friedson"s Office, Councilmember; Katz"s Office, Councilmember; Sayles"s Office, Councilmember; Balcombe"s

Office, Councilmember; Glass"s Office, Councilmember; Fani-Gonzalez"s Office, Councilmember; Luedtke"s
Office, Councilmember; Jawando"s Office, Councilmember; Stewart"s Office, Councilmember; Mink"s Office,
Councilmember; Albornoz"s Office, Councilmember

Subject: Support for Revised ZTA 23-09: Overnight Farm Stays in Montgomery County
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 9:40:04 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

I or someone I know has benefitted in some way from the Chicken of the Woods Permaculture Farm, the reclaimed
derelict Higgins' farmstead in the heart of Darnestown, now loved and worked by the Downer Family for over a
decade.

I or someone I know have/will benefit from an overnight farm stay in support of MoCo's thriving fresh and local
food or other agritourism-worthy endeavor.

Therefore, I fully support the draft revisions submitted by Councelmember Natali Fani-Gonzalez. She and her staff
have gone above and beyond the call of duty.

I strongly encourage you to proceed with voting in the Revised ZTA 23-09, allowing overnight stays with farm
activities with the promised and now proposed regulatory revisions such as a foundation-free structural sq ft
maximum, permit requirements from DPS, boundary setbacks and reducing the number of structures allowed based
on the size of the farm.

Sincerely,

Juan Fuentes
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From: Abraham Radbod
To: Friedson"s Office, Councilmember; Katz"s Office, Councilmember; Sayles"s Office, Councilmember; Balcombe"s

Office, Councilmember; Glass"s Office, Councilmember; Fani-Gonzalez"s Office, Councilmember; Luedtke"s
Office, Councilmember; Jawando"s Office, Councilmember; Stewart"s Office, Councilmember; Mink"s Office,
Councilmember; Albornoz"s Office, Councilmember

Subject: The Revised ZTA 23-09,
Date: Sunday, April 28, 2024 8:56:04 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

I, Abraham Radbod or someone I know has benefitted in some way from the Chicken of the
Woods Permaculture Farm, the reclaimed derelict Higgins' farmstead in the heart of
Darnestown, now loved and worked by the Downer Family for over a decade. 

I or someone I know have/will benefit from an overnight farm stay in support of MoCo's
thriving fresh and local food or other agritourism-worthy endeavor.

Therefore, I fully support the draft revisions submitted by Councelmember Natali Fani-
Gonzalez. She and her staff have gone above and beyond the call of duty.

I strongly encourage you to proceed with voting in the Revised ZTA 23-09, allowing
overnight stays with farm activities with the promised and now proposed regulatory revisions
such as a foundation-free structural sq ft maximum, permit requirements from DPS, boundary
setbacks and reducing the number of structures allowed based on the size of the farm. 

Sincerely,
Abraham Radbod
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From: Finlay Sandberg
To: Friedson"s Office, Councilmember; Katz"s Office, Councilmember; Sayles"s Office, Councilmember; Balcombe"s

Office, Councilmember; Glass"s Office, Councilmember; Fani-Gonzalez"s Office, Councilmember; Luedtke"s
Office, Councilmember; Jawando"s Office, Councilmember; Stewart"s Office, Councilmember; Mink"s Office,
Councilmember; Albornoz"s Office, Councilmember

Subject: ZTA 23-09 WITH REVISIONS
Date: Sunday, April 28, 2024 6:52:54 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

I or someone I know has benefitted in some way from the Chicken of the Woods Permaculture
Farm in Gaithersburg, MD and/or has/will benefit from an overnight farm stay in support of
MoCo's supported and thriving fresh and local food producers.

Therefore, I fully support the draft revisions submitted by Councelmember Natali Fani-
Gonzalez. She and her staff have gone beyond their due diligence. I ask that you please
proceed with voting in the Revised ZTA 23-09, allowing overnight stays with farm activities
with the promised regulatory revisions such as a foundation-free structural sq ft maximum,
permit requirements from DPS, boundary setbacks and reducing the number of structures
allowed based on the size of the farm. 

Regards,

Fin Sandberg
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POI Analysis
Agricultural Reserve

Start Date
January 01, 2023

End Date
December 31, 2023
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Top Origin Market by State
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Top Origin Market by DMA
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POI Analysis
Town Of Poolesville

Start Date
January 01, 2023

End Date
December 31, 2023

Point of Interest
Town Of Poolesville

Dwell Filter
0 Sample Size: 84,466

84.2%

Overnight

51.7%

New Visitors

Washington, DC
(Hagerstown, MD)

Domestic

International0.2%

19.7%

80.9%

Visitor Breakdown
Unique Visitors

Washington, DC
(Hagerstown, MD)

Domestic

International0.1%

10.5%

89.4%

Visits Breakdown
Total Visits

Agricultural Reserve

City Of Gaithersburg

Rockville Town Center

Washington, Dc

C&O Canal National Historical Park

Rio Lakefront

Downtown Bethesda

Tysons Corner

Downtown Wheaton

Maryland Soccerplex

Westfield Montgomery Mall

Pike & Rose

Whites Ferry

Clarksburg Premium Outlets

94.4%

60.8%

53.7%

37.4%

25.6%

16.1%

11.8%

8.5%

8.1%

8.0%

6.1%

5.6%

5.2%

4.0%

Top Cross-Visited Points of Interest

Maryland

Pennsylvania

Virginia

Florida

North Carolina

New York

New Jersey

Delaware

Ohio

Texas

Georgia 1.9%

2.3%

2.4%

2.9%

3.4%

4.0%

4.4%

4.6%

6.9%

11.4%

37.8%

Top Origin Market by State
Unique Visitors, Excluding Washington, DC (Hagerstown, MD)

Baltimore, MD

Philadelphia, PA

New York, NY

Harrisburg-Lancaster-Lebanon-York, PA

Salisbury, MD

Norfolk-Portsmouth-Newport News, VA

Pittsburgh, PA

Richmond-Petersburg, VA

Raleigh-Durham (Fayetteville), NC

Atlanta, GA

Boston, MA (Manchester, NH) 1.3%

1.4%

1.5%

2.3%

2.5%

2.8%

3.6%

4.1%

5.0%

6.1%

35.8%

Top Origin Market by DMA
Unique Visitors, Excluding Washington, DC (Hagerstown, MD)

Demographics
Domestic Only

<$25K $25K -
$49K

$50K -
$74K

$75K -
$99K

$100K -
$149K

$150K+

21%

17%

12%
15%

17%
15%

Household Income (in USD)
Median: $88.4K

19Y -
24Y

25Y -
34Y

35Y -
44Y

45Y -
54Y

55Y -
64Y

65Y+

18%

14%
12%12%13%

11%

Age

White Asian Black 2+ Races Other

5%8%
16%

5%

65%

Race

Source: Near and US Census Bureau



POI Analysis
The Crossvines

Start Date
January 01, 2023

End Date
December 31, 2023

Point of Interest
The Crossvines

Dwell Filter
0 Sample Size: 1,160

81.3%

Overnight

53.1%

New Visitors

Washington, DC
(Hagerstown, MD)

Domestic

International0.1%

14.5%

85.7%

Visitor Breakdown
Unique Visitors

Washington, DC
(Hagerstown, MD)

Domestic

International0.0%

11.0%

89.0%

Visits Breakdown
Total Visits

Agricultural Reserve

City Of Gaithersburg

Rockville Town Center

Town Of Poolesville

Washington, Dc

C&O Canal National Historical Park

Rio Lakefront

Downtown Bethesda

Maryland Soccerplex

Tysons Corner

Westfield Montgomery Mall

Pike & Rose

Downtown Wheaton

Clarksburg Premium Outlets

93.9%

74.5%

69.5%

63.9%

45.6%

39.2%

28.8%

17.3%

14.6%

12.5%

11.1%

10.6%

9.9%

6.6%

Top Cross-Visited Points of Interest

Maryland

Delaware

Pennsylvania

North Carolina

Florida

Virginia

New York

Illinois

California

Texas

New Jersey 1.8%

1.8%

2.4%

2.4%

3.6%

4.2%

5.4%

6.0%

6.0%

8.3%

47.0%

Top Origin Market by State
Unique Visitors, Excluding Washington, DC (Hagerstown, MD)

Baltimore, MD

Salisbury, MD

Philadelphia, PA

New York, NY

Harrisburg-Lancaster-Lebanon-York, PA

Jacksonville, FL

Chicago, IL

Miami-Fort Lauderdale, FL

Raleigh-Durham (Fayetteville), NC

Richmond-Petersburg, VA

Charlotte, NC 1.2%

1.8%

1.8%

1.8%

1.8%

2.4%

3.0%

3.6%

4.2%

7.1%

46.4%

Top Origin Market by DMA
Unique Visitors, Excluding Washington, DC (Hagerstown, MD)

Demographics
Domestic Only

<$25K $25K -
$49K

$50K -
$74K

$75K -
$99K

$100K -
$149K

$150K+

23%

18%

12%
15%16%16%

Household Income (in USD)
Median: $92.7K

19Y -
24Y

25Y -
34Y

35Y -
44Y

45Y -
54Y

55Y -
64Y

65Y+

21%

14%
12%12%12%

8%

Age

White Asian Black 2+ Races Other

5%7%

18%

6%

63%

Race

Source: Near and US Census Bureau
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